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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's arguments/amendments with respect to amended claims 21-25, and presently 
pending claims 1-26, filed on August 19, 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The examiner would like to point out that this action is made final (MPEP 706.07a). 

2. The examiner accepts the amended claims 21-25 for rejections made under 35 U.S.C 101 
non- statutory subject matter. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant argues that: 

a. Independent claims 1, 8, 20, and 26 are not taught by neither reference to include 
"receiving a connection signal from a soft switch at the provider location, wherein a data 
portion of the connection signal includes a private connection address associated with the 
provider endpoint, " "modifying the data portion of the connection signal by substituting a public 
connection address for the private connection address, " or "sending the modified connection 
signal to the user endpoint " (page 8 lines 17-25, page 9 lines 1 1-28, page 10 lines 22-34, page 
12 par. 1 & 4, and page 14 par. 1). 

The references, whether alone or in combination, fail to support limitations of independent claim 
14 wherein "substitute a public connection address for a private connection address embedded 
within a data portion of the connection signal" or "a voice communication port electronically 
connected to the processor, wherein the voice communication port is associated with the private 
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connection address on a private side of the voice firewall, " "voice firewall processor is 
configured to substitute a public connection address for a private connection address embedded 
within a data portion of the connection signal, " (page 15 lines 19-29, page 16 par. 2, and page 
17). 

c. Dependent claims 2-7, 9-13, 15-19, and 21-25 are allowable based upon their dependency 
on allowable claims 1, 8, 14, 20, and 26. 



However, Examiner disagrees with applicant. 

Regarding argument (a), Argument is not persuasive. Gbadegesin discloses a proxy server 
communicating a user of one network to a user of another network by editing a data packet 
private address. The method includes receiving a message packet having application-layer data 
including private address information of the client from API (soft switch) at the proxy, and 
editing the application-layer data comprises the step of replacing the private address 
information with public address information (i.e. data portion of the connection signal is 
replaced/changed/edited) of the gateway (page 8 claim 9 and page 1 par. 0008 lines 10-12) and 
sending the modified connection signal to the user of the second network (page 6 par. 0055 lines 
6-12). 

Regarding argument (b), Argument is not persuasive. Gbadegesin teaches 
substituting/editing/changing a public connection address for a private connection address of a 
data packet (page 8 claim 9). Schuster discloses a voice communication port electronically 
connected to the processor, wherein the voice communication port is associated with the private 
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connection address on a private side of the voice firewall (col. 5 lines 15-54, and fig. 1). 
Sufficient motivation to combine Schuster within the system of Gbadegesin is provided, on page 
4 of first Office Action. 

Regarding argument (c), examiner disagrees with applicant. Based on the arguments set forth by 
the examiner for arguments (a) and (b), the dependent claims stand rejected. 

The examiner is not trying to teach the invention but is merely trying to interpret the claim 
language in its broadest and reasonable meaning. Therefore, the examiner asserts that the system 
of the prior art, Gbadegesin and Schuster teach or suggest the subject matter as recited in 
independent claims 1, 8, 14, 20, and 26. Dependent claims 2-7, 9-13, 15-19, and 21-25 are also 
rejected at least by virtue of their dependency on independent claims and by other reason set 
forth in this office action dated September 18, 2005. Accordingly, rejections for claims 1-26 are 
respectfully maintained. 

Rejections 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gbadegesin 
(Pub. No.: US 2004/0210674 Al) in view of Schuster et al. (Schuster, US 6,822,957 Bl). 
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As per claims 1, 8, 20, and 26, Gbadegesin teaches a method/computer program product of 
providing communication between a provider endpoint at a provider location and a user endpoint 
at a user location, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a connection signal from a soft switch at the provider location, wherein a data 
portion of the connection signal includes a private connection address associated with the 
provider endpoint (page 1 par. 0004 lines 1-7, and par. 0008 lines 10-12); 

storing the private connection address (page 4 par. 0042 lines 1-2); 

modifying the connection signal by substituting a public connection address for the private 
connection address (page 8 claim 8, and page 4 par. 0038 lines 1-5); 

opening a communication port to provide communications between the user endpoint and the 
provider endpoint (page 4 par. 0040 lines 4-10, and page 6 par. 0055 lines 6-12); and 

sending the modified connection signal to the user endpoint (page 6 par. 0055 lines 6-12). 

Gbadegesin does not explicitly teach the communication is a voice communication. However 
Schuster teaches opening a voice communication port to provide 

communications between the user endpoint and the provider endpoint (col. 6 lines 46-50, and 
col. 8 lines 43-67). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention was made to employ the teachings of Schuster within the system of 
Gbadegesin because they are analogous in modifying a private address of a LAN device in order 
to create a session to external network devices (col. 6 lines 18-23). One would have been 
motivated to incorporate the teachings of Schuster within Gbadegesin because it would transmit 
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ordinary telephone calls over the internet using packetlinked routers, would allow a local 
network to efficiently switch between external/internet network service providers, and provide 
cost savings on the local network (col. 24 lines 4-27). 

As per claim 14, Gbadegesin teaches a voice firewall comprising: 

a command input port (page 5 par. 0044-0045); 

a command output port (page 5 par. 0044-0045); 

a processor electrically connected to the command input port and the command output port, 
wherein the processor is configured to receive a connection signal through the command input 
port (page 1 par. 0008 lines 10-12), wherein the processor is further configured to substitute a 
public connection address for a private connection address embedded within a data portion of the 
connection signal (page 8 claim 8, and page 4 par. 0038 lines 1-5); and 

Gbadegesin fails to explicitly teach a voice communication. 

However Schuster teaches a voice communication port electrically connected to the 
processor, wherein the voice communication port is associated with the private connection 
address on a private side of the voice firewall and is associated with the public connection 
address on a public side of the voice firewall (col. 5 lines 15-54, and fig. 1). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
employ the teachings of Schuster within the system of Gbadegesin because they are analogous in 
modifying a private address of a LAN device in order to create a session to external network 
devices (col. 6 lines 18-23). One would have been motivated to incorporate the teachings of 
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Schuster within Gbadegesin because it would transmit ordinary telephone calls over the internet 
using packetlinked routers, would allow a local network to efficiently switch between 
external/internet network service providers, and provide cost savings on the local network (col. 
24 lines 4-27). 

As per claims 2 and 22, Gbadegesin and Schuster teach all the subject matter as described above. 
In addition Schuster teaches the method/computer program product further comprising the step 
of opening a voice communication port, wherein the voice communication port provides a voice 
line between the user endpoint and the provider endpoint (col, 6 lines 46-50, and col. 8 lines 43- 
67). The rational for combining are the same as claim 1 above. 

As per claims 3 and 9, Gbadegesin and Schuster teach all the subject matter as described above. 
In addition Schuster teaches the method/voice firewall further comprising the step of opening a 
voice communication port, wherein the voice communication port is configured to receive 
signals from the user endpoint at the public connection address and is configured to receive 
signals from the provider endpoint at the private connection address (col. 6 lines 46-50, and col. 
8 lines 43-67). The rational for combining are the same as claim 1 above. 

As per claims 4, 10, and 23, Gbadegesin and Schuster teach all the subject matter as described 
above. In addition Schuster teaches the method/computer program product, wherein the user 
endpoint is an EP telephone (fig. 1 No. 22). The rational for combining are the same as claim 1 
above. 
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As per claims 5 and 11, Gbadegesin and Schuster teach all the subject matter as described above. 
In addition Schuster teaches the method, wherein the EP telephone is behind a conventional 
firewall (fig. 1 No. 22, and 39). The rational for combining are the same as claim 1 above. 

As per claims 6, 12, and 24, Gbadegesin and Schuster teach all the subject matter as described 
above. In addition Schuster teaches the method/computer program product, wherein the provider 
endpoint is a gateway connected to a public switched telephone network (col. 5 lines 40-44, and 
fig. 1 No. 22, 39, and 32). The rational for combining are the same as claim 1 above. 

As per claims 7, 13, and 25, Gbadegesin and Schuster teach all the subject matter as described 
above. In addition Schuster teaches the method/computer program product, wherein the provider 
endpoint is an IP telephone (fig. 1 No. 39). The rational for combining are the same as claim 1 
above. 

As per claim 15, Gbadegesin and Schuster teach all the subject matter as described above. In 
addition Schuster teaches the voice firewall, wherein the voice communication port is opened by 
the processor after receipt of the connection signal (col. 6 lines 46-50, and col. 8 lines 43-67). 
The rational for combining are the same as claim 1 above. 

As per claim 16, Gbadegesin and Schuster teach all the subject matter as described above. In 
addition Schuster teaches the voice firewall, wherein the command input port and the command 



Application/Control Number: 10/086,604 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2136 

output port provide a conduit through the voice firewall for a command session between a soft 
switch at a provider location and a user endpoint at a user location (col. 6 lines 46-50, and col. 8 
lines 43-67). The rational for combining are the same as claim 1 above. 

As per claim 17, Gbadegesin and Schuster teach all the subject matter as described above. In 
addition Schuster teaches the voice firewall, wherein: 

the command input port and the command output port provide a conduit through the voice 
firewall for a command session between a soft switch at a provider location and a user endpoint 
at a user location (col. 6 lines 46-50, and col. 8 lines 43-67); and 

the processor authenticates signals from user endpoint prior to initiation of the command 
session (fig. 4 No. 80, and col. 12 lines 49-col. 13 lines 26). The rational for combining are the 
same as claim 1 above. 

As per claim 18, Gbadegesin and Schuster teach all the subject matter as described above. In 
addition Schuster teaches the voice firewall, wherein the processor provides firewall security for 
devices at a provider location by hiding the private addresses of the devices (page 8 claim 8, and 
page 4 par. 0038 lines 1-5). The rational for combining are the same as claim 1 above. 

As per claim 19, Gbadegesin and Schuster teach all the subject matter as described above. In 
addition Schuster teaches the voice firewall, wherein: 
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the processor is electrically connected to a provider location on the private side of the voice 
firewall and is electrically connected to a user location on the public side of the voice firewall 
(col. 5 lines 15-54, and fig. 1); and 

the processor facilitates communication between a user endpoint at the user location and a 
provider endpoint at the provider location (col. 8 lines 43-67). The rational for combining are the 
same as claim 1 above. 

As per claim 21, Gbadegesin and Schuster teach all the subject matter as described above. In 
addition Gbadegesin teaches the computer program product further comprising instructions for 
storing the private connection address (page 4 par. 0042 lines 1-2). 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a) 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



examiner should be directed to Eleni A. Shiferaw whose telephone number is 571-272-3867. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Ayaz R. Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



7. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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